- Wilmington's New Fire House and
Dolice Statzonszczally Opens

READY TO ROLL — Two trucks and a rescue vehicle are housed in the buunlding. A
___Iourthbayisavaﬂableioranoﬂ:ervehlclewhuandﬂpurchadbyﬁew

WILMINGTON 2 The towa's o “dmbined
firehouse and police station was officially opened
last week when it was host to about 100 persons at
an open house.

The building was completed during the
summer at a cost of about $75,000 but parts of it
have been in use since last December. There are
four bays for vehicles in the 100 x 40-foot apparatus
room which now garages two trucks and a rescue

vehicle.

A common office is shared by Fire Chief Leo-
nard (Pete) Johnson and Police Chief Charles T.
Goodnow

In one section of the building are two cells each
equipped with a stainless steel mirror, a light be-
hind heavy glass to prevent breakage, a wash
basin that also becomes a drinking fountain a toilet

and cot. There are also facilities for taking colored |
photos of each prisoner. Women are kept there as |

short a time as possible and sent to Woodstock if
their cases are not otherwise disposed of.

A community room and kitchen are available
for public functions.

Members of the fire department — “an all-
volunteer outfit — built shelves and did a lot of the
inside finishing. The refrigerator was a gift of Kl-
mer LaFlamme. A

Custodian and treasurer of the Fire Depart-
ment is Leonard Pike who turned 71 on Oct. 18. He
is the oldest fireman and joined the depal;tment
almost 50 years ago when a hand pumper ‘was the
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FIRE CHIEF STUDIES — Leouard (Pete) Johnson, volunteer

dﬂrekchle! reads the official magazine of the profession at his
es.
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community functions. Adjacent to it is a modern kitchen.
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S50-YEAR VETERAN — Leland Pike, 71, the oldest member of
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‘the building, relaxes in the modern kitchen. He joined e
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IN THE LATE ‘90s — The first firehouse of Wilmington was
made ln the first l'lc-or of this school bnlldlng This picture, part of

- mmeew R B e ey



e
- Willar

Is Fir

V. S SRRy &
m&m lro[127

John B. r., is Ver-
mont Fire Chief of the Year.

The Wilmington chief was
picked last weekend at the
Vermont State Firefighters’
Association annual convention in
South Burlington. The awards
committee made the selection,
based on an application sent to
VSFA by the department over the
signature of secretary, Peter
Barton.

Willard, a native of
Wilmington, has been a. member
of the department for 12 years
and chief since 1969. He is
married to the former Nancy
Darden and is -the father of
Allison, 7, and John B., III, 4.

The VSFA awards committee
required extensive documen-
tation whith each application,

and in its letter the Wilmington
department said in part: ;

“Since becoming fire chief in
1969, John Barker Willard, Jr.
has increased the morale a_nd
efficiency of the Wilmington Fire
Department more than two l'qld.
Prior to 1969, attendance at drills
and meetings was nominal
because of the same routines and
no innovations or ideas. Since
Barker's appointment as chief,
attendance has been between 60
and 75 per cent at all drills and
meetings and modern concepts of
firefighting are present because
of Barker's interest in the fire
service.

“In the fall of 1970, a junior
fireman program was instituted
by Chief Willard with the
unanimous approval of the town

manager, Board of Selectmen,
Board of School Directors, and
the principal of Wilmington High
School. That fall, three senior and
three junior boys joined the
department as junior fifemen
with a six-week basic course in
firefighting. The three seniors
who graduated last June are now
full-time firemen and three
members of this year’s junior
class are now undergoing their
training to replace the graduated
junior firemen.

“Fire Prevention Week has
been observed to a fuller extent in
Wilmington the past couple of
vears due to Chief Willard's in-
terest. Public meetings have
been held, films shown, essay

contests held in the schools and
displays set up in shop windows
reminding all of fire prevention.
This past Christmas, our
department offered free spraying
of Christmas trees with a fire
retardant solution, which will
become an annual service.
“Barker is a certified in-
structor of the Vermont state
Firefighters Association and
during the past two years has
held the basic 45-hour course in

the towns of Wilmington, Brat-

tleboro, East Dover, Vernon,

Newfane, and Readsboro.

Members of the Wilmington Fire

Department have also attended

the Fire Academy at Norwich

University each year because of
Barker's interest and en-
couragement.

" When Barker was appointed
fire chief in 1969, the department
had 25 members. At present, our
membershiptotals 38 regular and
5 junior firemen. Due to Chief
Willard’s guidance and interest,
the Board of Selectmen has
unanimously approved this in-
crease in membership. At town
meeting in 1971, the voters of the
Town of Wilmington also gave
their approval to the purchase of
another Maxim pumper -- the
second in the last six years --
greatly increasing our apparatus
and ability to cover the entire
areca. The department voted last
fall to use approximately $3,000 of
our own funds toward the
purchase of a tone alerting
system so that each man may
have a monitor in his home or
place of business. Since 1969, the
department has recieved funds
from the town of Wilmington and
the Wilmington Fire Department
ladies’ auxiliary to purchase a
smoke ejector, additional self-
contained breathing apparatus,

new portable pump, k12 gasoline
power saw, additional turn out
gear, hand lights, fire ex-
tinguishers, hose nozzles,
siamese connections, and water
thiefs. The new Maxim pumper is
equipped with 4-inch hose, which
greatly reduces friction loss and
increases water volume -- this
hecause of Barker's recom-
mendation to the selectmen when
truck specifications were being
listed.

“In 1971, the towns in and
around the Deerfield Valley
organized the Deerfield Valley
fire mutual aid system, Inc.
Barker Willard is the president of
the group and has spent many
hours of his time in the various
towns talking with other fire
chiefs and departments about
this mutual aid system. At
present, the towns are in the
process of purchasing radio
equipment to be used by the
department involved. Barker has
also spent many hours from his
work to tour lodges and night-
clubs in the town of Wilmington
with a state fire marshal to
correct inadequacies and
violations in these buildings."”

e Chief Of The Year

iday, August 14, 1931.

Our New Fire Department
Wilmington's new fire company, un-

der the direction of Chief C. M. Hall
is undergoing intensive practise drills
with ‘the new motorized fire truck.

Regular Tuesday and Friday evening

practise is being had to perfect the

members in their various duties, T.ast
week the department made a practice
run to Cutting bridge, something over
three miles, and in a trifle over four-
tcen minutes from the time of leaving
the station had four streams in opera-
tion, including the two “booster” lines. ||

With our present fire-fighting equip-

ment “and anything approximating an

adequate water supply handy, Wil-

mington should be immune from seri-

ous fire loss in the immediate future.

NEg: SIREN AT WILMI_NGTON
/8 — /. .
For a long time the need of a

more powerful fire alarm
been apparent. Last
Leonard Falt of Springfield,
arrived and installed a new
i two-horse power siren
place of the old alarm:
only one-third horse-pow
Falt as assisted by A. E.
and several local firemen.

The alarm was tried out Thurs-
day evening and was heard for a
long distance. The real trial, how-
ever, came about 2:30 o'clock Fri-
day morning when several blasts
.of the alarm were sounded, awak-
ening the sleeping villagers who
were not aware that it was a fake
alarm. They were convinced that
the town now has an alarm which
can be heard.

The firemen were not let in on
the fact that the night alarm was
to be given, but when Mr. Falt
reached the fire station he found
two firemen, who in some way got
wise, already there. Several fire-
men who were awakened by the
alarm, were at the fire house in an
incredibly short time, one arriving
fully dressed in less than four min-
utes. :

1t was reported that one of the
firemen, after waiting a few min-
utes at the square for the fire truck
to appear, rushed to the fire sta-
tion and finding the firemen chat-
ting around the stove, was some-
what angry at first but soon recov-
ered as he joined the group.

The operator at the central tele-
phone office was notified before

the alarm was rung and was ready

to answer the numerous inguiries
informing interested parties that it
was a test to see how quickly the
firemen would respond. The oper-
ator reported over 25 calls in less
than ten minutes. :

Mr. Falt will be remembered as
the engineer who constructed Wil-
mington's Studebaker fire engine|
and sold it to the town four years
ago. He specializes in fire equip-
ment, constructing the apparatus
to conform to the requirements of
the community to be served.




Monday, December 9, 1963

Leland Pike Honored

Members of the Wilmington
Fire Department, their wives
and invited cuests held their
annual banquet at the Old Red
Mill on Wednesday evening. A
special featuee of the evening
was the presentation by Chief
Leonard Johnson on behalf of
the department of an engraved
clock plaque to Leland Pike for
his many years of faithful serv-
ice in the department since first
joining in 1925.

Mr. Pike stated that he had
seen the department develop
from a hand-drawn pumper to
the present modern equipment.
He had served under five dif-
ferent fire chiefs and : had
worked with 77 volunteer fire-
men since he_has been a mem-
ber, He has® al% served as
treasurer of the department for
the past several years.

Other guests aftending were
former fire chief, Harold
Tackey and Mrs. Lackey, Chief
Thomas Meade and Mrs. Meade
of Dover, Assistant Chief Ray
Dodge and Mrs. Dodge of Whit-
ingham, Town Manager Charles
Trebbe Jr. and Mrs. Trebbe,
and Selectmen Ervin Bishop
" and Mrs. Bishop, John Poor and
Mrs. Poor and Philip Davis and
Mrs. Davis.

Bernard Dwyer, David
TFrench and Peter Barton were
in charge of arrangements.
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Wilmington 2/ ¢
Fire Statio 7’

Is Three:
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WILMINGTON — The pro-
posed firehouse for Wilmington,
to be voted on at Town Meet-
ing, is designed to accommodate
three, not four firefighting ve-
hicles.

An artist’s sketch of the build-
ing that appeared in Tuesday’s
Reformer indicated the fire-
house was to have four bays.
But since the drawing was made
by architect James A. Britton
of Greenfield, Mass., the town's
budget committee and firemen
have agreed to a three-bay
building.

Porter Farwell, budget com-
mittee chairman, said today
that the change was made to
keep the building in line with ex-
isting needs and also the town's
ahility to pay.

The fire department now has
two fire trucks and one emer-
gency vehicle, Farwell said,
and while it may be that Wil-
mington will eventually want
another truck or tanker, there
are no plans in the immediate
iutur;& for one. E.

demgto (9
Board Backs
New: quehouse

'WTI..MINGTON — The town
budget committee Monday night
voted to recenmmend town meet-
ing authorizatten” of $75,000 to
build a new flrehouse and po-
lice station,

If the vote Is affirmative, se-
lectmen would be authorized to
borrow the money and repay it
over a flve-year period. For
the first year, the proposal would
call for a tax of 23 cents on
the Grand List.

The firehouse project also in-
volves the purchase of a small
plece of land, and the budget
committee voted to recom-
mend acquisition of 10,000 sq.
feet of land from William Pool
for a price not to exceed $1,-

The firehouse would be buil
adjacent to the existing one
which has been termed inade-
quate.

RMER,
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Fire

chouse, School Plans

Major Meeting Artlcles

WILMINGTON — A new fire-
house and preliminary planning
costs for school expansion are
the major expenditures in the
Wilmington Budget Commit-
tee's recommendations released
Thursday.

The official warning, posted
20 days prior to Town Meeting
scheduled for March 3, included
17 articles that the budget com-
mittee will present to the voters.

The new firehouse and police
station would cost an estimated
$75,000 financed by notes of the
town and the noies would be re-
tired in five years. The first in-
stallment retirement would be
raised by appropriating 23 cents
on the dollar of the Grand List
for the upcoming fiscal year.

The committee recommends
that the town school district will
authorize the school directors to
use up to $7,500 from available
funds to defray costs of plan-
ning for the proposed school ex-
pansion. Also recommended is
a new fire escape at Wilming-
ton school at a cost of §3,700. A
recent fire in the school’s man-
ual training shop has prompted
fire safety cons€iousness.

The commitiee also re-
commends that the Wilmington
selectmen be appointed agents
to purchase 10,000 square f[eet
adjacent to the present fire
house if a fair purchase price
can be arranged. The cost is not
to exceed $1,000.

In anticipation of taxes, which
the budget committee re-
commends should fall due on
Aug. 12, the town would author-
ize the selectmen to borrow
money on notes of the toavn that
would be sufficient to meet cur-
rent expenses.

Committee chairman Porter
Farwell, indicating that the
Grand List has increased $2,500,
1o $82,500 this year (projected

to April, 1), explained that the
appropriations from taxes for
the town improvements and
maintenance will similarly in-
crease.

He summarized the articles of
the budget committee's report,
one of which would provide that
interest be collected on past due
taxes at the rate of one-half of
one per cent per month or frac-
tion thereof from the due date
of such taxes.

Recommended taxes are: 80
cents on the dollar of the Grand
List for the General Fund; 13
cents on the dollar for the Sew-
er District Construction Ac-
count, to pay bond interest and
to retire matured bonds; 45
cents on the dollar for town
roads; 50 cents on the dollar for
winter roads, equipment main-
tenance and new equipment;
$2.69 on the dollar for the sup-
port of the school; 12 cents on
the dollar of the Grand List for
the Town School District Con-
struction Account, to ‘be used on-
ly to pay bond interest and to
retire bonds; 15 cents on the dol-
lar of the Grand List to he
appropriated, if the town votes
to have a reappraisal of town
properties, and 10 cenis on the
dollar for salary and expenses
of a town manager.

The detailed report of the bud-
get committee has been dis-
tributed since the original post-
ing of the Town Meeting. warn-
ing on Wednesday. Wilmington
voters will be able to study the
report and recommendations
from now until they go to the
polls on Mareh 5.
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PBUPOSED FIREHOUSE and ‘pnllc;: stallon for Wimﬁng n

is shown in an artist’s sketch based on the plans of architect

i e B ARG

 James A. Britton of Grecnlield Mass. It wlll cost an

estlmal.cd $¢5,0I]l}.

$75,000 Sought

3/s

W]lmlngton Board

WILMINGTON — The to
budget commqte ‘voted
day night to recgmmend
Meeting authorization of S?a
'Uﬂll to build
|police station.

If the vote is i{flrmative, se-
lectmen would be authorized to
borrow the money and repay it
over a five-yeat period. For the
first year, the proposal would

call for a tax of 23 cents on the .

Grand List.

The firehouse project also
involves the purchase of a small
piece of land, ‘and the budzet
committee voted to recommend
the acquisition of 10,000 square
feet of land from William Pool
for a price not to exceed $1,000.
- The finehotf%e would be built
‘adjacent to the existing one,
which has been termed inade-
quate.

Ideas for the
heen develop
planning comi nission. Architect
James A. Britton of Greenfield
has been engaged to draw’ up
specific plans for a building, in
tion with selectmen and
m nglon Fire Depart-

project have

mﬁrehouse a{nd &

- by the fown’s -

The building would be a one-
S story brick-faced, cement block
- structure of colonial design. It
would have a wood-trussed rcof
and no basem%
. A 40 by 70-foot apparatus
room would offer space for four
fire department vehicles, and
.2 40 by 60-foot wing would pro-
vide office space for state po-
lice and the town -constable,
with a lock-up space. There
would also be a meeting room.

Wilmington noy has no jail

" facility. Whene@'“ a prisoner

must be locked up, it requires
the service of two men to take

W

the prisoner into Brattlehoro. )

While they are out of town, Wil-

mington is left without police

protection.

The plan i the old fire-
house loaﬁ érl down after
the new one 15 completed.

The existing firehouse is the
old Wilmington grade school,
which was built on the site of
the Pettee Library in the latter
part of the 19th century. It stood
there until it was moved to its

' _present location on Beaver

Street about 1905 to make room
far_the library, i

The main floor of the old
building became -a Kkindergar-
ten, and its upstairs continued
to serve the Sons of Veterans
(Grand Army of the Civil War),
the American Legion and ther
organizations _as -_ag;p,iﬁfgtmg
place, F 4

Some of the old days ‘ere re-
called by Leland Pike, Wilming-
ton’s oldest volunteer fireman.

“Things were quite different
then,” he said with a reminis-
cent smile. “All we had was a
hand-drawn pumper with four
leather buckets and a bell. Once
in a while, pulling power was
supplemented with a horse.”

Before there was a firchouse,
the pumping Seéguipment was
stored in a small building on
South Main Street. Pike has a
historic fire log which disclos-
es that hydrants were installed
in 1905, but it wasn't until about
1930, when the town got its
first motorized fire truck, that
the old schoclhouse was convert-
ed into’ the present firehouse.

Firemen have invited voters
to inspect the old firehouse
facilities to familiarize them-
selves with the problems.
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New Firehouse Proposed at Wllmmg on

. By CABLO WOLTER

WILMINGTON — The expan-
sion of businesses and the build-
ing of new and bigger onespoints
to a population growth in almost
every Vermont town. Wilmington
is no exception, Its latest re-
placement plans are a larger
bank and a brand new firehouse,

While the former has been ap-
proved and is awaiting ground-
breaking, the firehouse is still
only a picture onadrawingboard.
But an article will appear in

“the warning for town meeting ask-

ing voter endorsement.

Basic ideas and sketches have
been drawn by the town Planning
Commission and executed by
architect James A, Britton of

! Greenfield, Mass.,andideas have

been discussed by selectmen and
the fire department. Construc-
tion calls for a one - floor,
brick-faced, cement block build-
ing of Colonial designwitha wood
trussed roof and no basement,

A  40- by-~T0-foot apparatus
room will offer spacious, four-
vehicle housing, (there are now
three) while a proposed 40
by 60-foot L.wing will accom-
modate a police office and two
jail cells and meeting rooms
for the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment as well as other organiza-

Proposed Wilmington Fire House

tions. Because Wilmington has
no jail now, whenever anyone
must ‘be locked up, it required
the time and -manpower of two
troopers to take them to Brattle-
boro, a situation whichleavesthe
town uncovered by police,
According to members of the

construction can be carried out

in an adjacent site behind the -

present building, Present quar-
ters will be destroyed when the
new ones are completed. Esti-
mated cost ,of the project is
expected to ba announced short-
ly.

The present firehouse is the

Planning Committee, the entire

NEW FIRE TRUCK — New utility vehicle
replaces 1946 panel truck of the Wilmington
Fire Department. Standing are left to right,
Leonard Johnson, chief; Fred Look, Paul
Allen, Stanley Cross and Peter Waterman.
Firemen donated $1,000 of the purchase price

from their personal funds, the remainder will
be paid from town funds. Members of the
depariment are now 'constructing compart-
ments in the truck for storage of special
equipment. This vehicle is taken on all fire
and rescue calls.

)¢ fup

old Wilmington gradé school,
It was built on the site of the
Pettee Library = in the latter
part of the 19th century, where
it stood until it was moved to
its present location on Beaver
Street about 1905 to make room
for the library,

" There its main floor becdme

., a kindergarten, But its upstairs

facilities continued to serve as
a meeting place for the Sons of

. Veterans (¢ and Army of Civil

War), the mnerican Leglon and
other orga. zations.
Leland ¥'ke, Wilmington’s

oldest volun'eer fireman, in re-
calling some of the old days,
sald, ““Things were quite differ-
ent then, All we had was a hand-
drawn pumper with four leather
buckets and a bell, Once in a
while, pulling power was sup-
plemented with a horse,”

There was no firehouse then,
Pumping equipment was stored
in a small building on South
Main Street. Pike’s historic fire
log revealed that fire hydrants
were installed in 1905, but it
wasn’t until about 1930 when
the town got its first motorizec.
fire truck, that the old school-
house was converted into the
present firehouse.

Voters have been invited to
contact any fireman for a tour
of inspection tofamiliarize them-
selves with the old firehouse
facilities and conditions,
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The Wilmington Fire-Police Station will have three bays for equipment office, meétlng and “lock-up”
space. If voted in, the structure is slated for comletion later next year,

FIRE HOUSE: ISSUE GOES

BEFORE WILMINGTON VOTERS

2/r¢/

The question of whether to build a new fire house
and police station will go before Wllmmgto
the March 5 Town Megtmg SV

Wilmington’s budget committee v
day’s meeting to recommend an appro; t:lon of $75,000
for construction of the combined famhty, a one-story
brick-faced ,cement block building of colonial design, to
be built adjacent to the prasent fire house, which has

been termed “inadequate’”

Fireman have invited voters

to inspectet the fire house now

in use (corner of Church and

Beaver Streets) to familiarize

themselves with the problems.

The existing building is the old

Wilmington grade school, built
in the latter part of the 19th
century.

An affirmative vote at ngm
Meeting would authorize Wilm-
ington Selectmen 4o borrow the |
estimated $75,000 for a five-year |
perlod The proposal W would call |
for tax of 23 cents on on the Grand |
List.

~ The Town's Planning Com-
mission developed plans for the ‘

,.bﬁllding Architect James

A. Britton of Greenfield, in
consultation with the Select- |

‘garage. Office space for the
town constable and state
\police;” a lock-up space, and a
meeting room would be housed
in a 40 by 60 foot wing. It
would have a wood-trussed roof
ad no basement.

The proposal for the project

E includes the acquisition of 10,

ooo square feet of adjacent
| land from William Pool at a
cost of not more than $1,000.
The majority of the property
needed for construction is al-
ready owned by the Town. The
old fire house would be razed
after the new one becomes
operational.

Studies have shown that the
! only practical location for a
fire station in Wi]mmgton is

men and firemen, has drawn
working plans (see illustra
tion).

The structure would accom-
modate three fire department
_vehicles in a 40 by 70 foot

i- south_'of Main Street. Traffic

& situations that exist at certain

| times of the day would delay

| the arrival of fire-fighting app-

| aratus at a certain parts of the
community unless the appara-
tus approaches the traffic light
in the center of town from tho,
south.

For many years, Wilnﬂngtog&
firemen used hand-drawn and

horse-drawn pumpers. The town
| acquired its first motorized
fire truck in 1930, and at that
time converted the main floor of
the old grade school to garage
it.
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The venerable Wilmington Firehouse, whose
walls once contained the grammar school at

a dilferent location, is coming down in the

o

HONARD

name of progress. The new fire and police
station will rise directly behind the spot.

Razing of Old Firehouse

Stirs Memories

By BARBARA LOOK

The razing of the old
Wilmington firehouse be-
gan this week This

staunch old building, time-worn
and no longer useful, will be-
come victim to the modern ma-
chinery of a wrecking crew.
Used as a town firehouse for
nearly 40 years, the land it now
occupies will serve as frontage
area for the new fire and police
station which is-nearing com-
pletion directly behind it.

The aged structure has
silently witnessed the youthful
pranks of 19th century school
boys such as the late Merton
F. Barber and Fred Aldrich
who attended grammar school
classes within its walls. It has
sheltered the youthful Lettie
(Kingsley) Wheeler as she com-
pleted primary classes here
before ifs discontinuance as a
schopl, It has suffered the agon-
ies of being moved from one
foundation to another and lis-
tened with renewed joy to the
laughter of kindergartners at
play. Its rafters have vibrated
to the sound of marching feet
and the lively strains of
“Marching Through Georgia

when patriotic organizations
held meetings in its upstairs
room. Its walls have resounded
to the clang of bells and the
shriek of sirens as fire engines
roared away in answer to an
alarm. :

After completing many
decades of service to the com:
munity, this old building must
now “make way for the new.”
Although the new fire and police
station, authorized by voters at
the last annual town meeting,
will excite youngsters as all
firehouses do, it is doubtful that
it will become the popular
meeting spot for childhood
games of softball or kick the
can that the old firehouse was.

No accurate records are
available, but it is believed the
building may have been erected
around 1850. According to an
1854 town map it stood on the
site where Pettee Memorial Li-
brary now stands and served as
a grammar school for village
youngsters. It was divided into
two rooms one upstairs
where older scholars attended
classes, and another room
dowustairs where the younger

of Past

students studied.

School sessions were held
here until 1899 when the Wil-
mington Central School was
.built. A few years later this old
building was moved, at a cost
of $150, to its present site at
the corner of Church and
Beaver Streets. Pettee Memor-
ial Library, dedicated in 1906,
now occupies its former site.
Kindergarten classes were held
in the building for a few years
after it was moved. Mrs. Verne
Adams was one of the teachers.

In later years the patriotic
organization, Sons of Union Vet-
erans No. 12 and Auxiliary used
the wupstairs room for their
meelings and activities. The
American Legion and Auxiliary

- also met here for several years,
- and the building became com-
monly known as the G.A.R.
Hall. Some Wilmingtonians will
recall with pleasure the dinners
. served in this hall by the G.A.R.
ladies on Memorial Day follow-
ving traditional morning exer-
(cises and preceding an after-
" noon band concert and baseball
Vgame.
z Smce 1931 wh -tha town

purchased its first motorized
fire truck, the lower floor of the
building has served as a fire-
house. When membership of the
Sons of Union Veterans Aux-
iliary dwindled and their activ-
ities finally ceased, the fire
department purchased the con-
tents of the upstairs meeting
room which included several
Civil War mementoes, furniture
and kitchen equipment. The
room and kitchen were re-
decorated and the building be-
came the home of the Wil-
mington Fire Department.
Although many renovations
and repairs have been made,
the basic lines of the original
building remain. The belfry was
removed, doors and windows
have been altered, and an ell
added to house extra fire-
fighting equipment. Now this
familiar piece of the Wilmingion
landscape will crumple and fall
under skillful but wuncaring
hands. Its ancient ugliness will
be erased from the scene for-
ever, vet fond memories of the
old building will linger with
native townspeople for future
reminiscing.
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Fire Department Now Has

New Water Recovery Unit

?/42&7 Neen (5. 2457, 1973

The Wilmington Fire
Department has developed
a water recovery unit.
Under the instruction of
Bob Murrey of
Wilmington, three other
men are learning all
phases of diving and water
recovery techniques.
Along with Bob, Chris
Allen, Steve Rowell, and
Jake White will compose
two teams, each team
taking a turn under water
and on land during un-
derwater recovery. The
teams are learning to
recover not only possible
drowning victims, but
techniques dealing with
the recovery of vehicles
and stolen goods, as well.
Before they apply and take
their tests for cer-
tification, they will

practice diving under ice,
al night with lights as well
as in the daytime. At this
time they are proficient
enough to act as a
recovery team for our
town. The certification will
allow them to buy air and
practice anywhere in the
state.

The need for a recovery
team became evident to
Bob Murrey, who has been
diving since he was 16, and
has been certified, when
some hunters drowned in
Somerset Resevoir in the
Fall of 1970. Due to the fact
that Wilmington area had
to wait for the State
Recovery team, the bodies
were not recovered until
the following Spring. Bob
began his diving career in
Manchester, N.H. where

he practiced in Quarries
and Lakes with an Uncle.
He spent nearly six years
in Bellows Falls as a State
Trooper before moving to
Wilmington, and now
works for Dufresne and
Henry, as well as being a
member of the Wilmington
Fire Department. The
diving team is insured by
the Fire Department, but
is otherwise self-
supporting. All equipment
is bought by the individual
diver, although most of the
equipment at this time
belongs to Bob.

A raffle has just been
held on a Stero 8 Track
AM-FM Radio. With the
proceed of this raffle, the
men will buy lights for the
underwater night diving.
The recovery unit meets
every Tuesday night
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Leland Pike—Benjamin Bernard—Harold Lackey, Sr. Chief—
Dick Wobby

Stmiding—
Gordon Pike—Eric Stenson—Francis Minor—Leonard Johnson—
Henry Taylor—Robert Pike—Neil Olmstead—Dick Raymo—
Fred Look, Jr.—Stanley Gilmore—Donald Johnson—NMyron
Cross—Albert Brisette—Edward Woods, Jr.
Not Present when picture was taken:

Wallace Barnard, Guy Nido, Laurence Scotl, Robert Green,
Alfred Poupart Jr., Robert Waters and Raymond Lavoy.
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